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Nov. 19 Berlioz's Symphonic Fantastique was well played
Sunday, by the London Philharmonic under Sidney Beer
this afternoon. If the symphony were a modern
work it would be remarkable; considering that it is pre-Liszt
and pTe-leitmotif and pre the symphonic poem, it is stupen-
dous. The audience was small and wildly enthusiastic, as usual
with this unluckiest of composers, probably the most original
genius of the lot, since he invented modern orchestration and
so showed the way to Liszt, Wagner, Tschaikowsky, and
Strauss.
In the S.T. to-day Ernest Newman wants to know why
fourth-rate works like Saint-Saens's Le Rouet d'Omphale
continue to be played, while nobody will ever want to hear
again works like Pick-Mangiagalli's Sortilegi or Hamerick's
Symphonic Spirituelle. " Yet probably the invention, and
certainly the craftsmanship, of either of these works is superior
to that of the Saint-Saens." I can tell Ernest. Fourth-rate
composers who endure do so because they have hit upon a
time or a rhythm or a trick of atmosphere which the public
wants to hear and go on hearing. If the public doesn't find
something ear-haunting in a composer all the invention and
craftsmanship in the world won't save him. With the possible
exception of the Carnaval Romain there is hardly a whistle-
able original tune in the whole of Berlioz. The fact that that
invention and that craftsmanship and that glorious hash of
sound have not popularised this all but colossal genius proves
my point.
Amusing dinner last night at the Berkeley Grill. Host,
Herbert Morgan. Guests, clockwise, Mrs A. P. Herbert,
Humbert Wolfe, Lady Annaly, A, P. Herbert, Pamela
Frankau, J.A., Princess Bibesco. From the latter5s intaris-
sable flow I disengaged this: " Men can no more conceive a
revolution without atrocities than women can conceive a hat
without a feather." Also this story of the late Lord Curzon,
who had a mania for re-arranging the caskets in the family
vault. The second footman, whose Sunday morning job it
was to do this, when asked whether he didn't find it a grue-
some business, replied, " No. I used to like hearing Ms lord-
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